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ALMOND-WATER, Sc. 


To the Printer of the Worceſter Journal. 


* R, Worceſter, Oct. 11, 1740. 
5 S it is the Duty of all thoſe who 


are concern'd in the Practice of 
Phyſick, to advertiſe the Publick, 
whenever any thing which has 
been receiv'd into common Uſe, either as 
Food, or Medicine, is found to be pernici- 
ous; you are deſired to inſert the following 
Account of ſome Experiments which have 
been lately made at this Place, by Us, who 
I have ſubſcribed our Names hereto. | 

The ſurpriſing and terrible Effects of the 
Laurel-Water, by which it appears to be 
one of the moſt active and violent Poiſons 
I vet known, induced Us to make ſome Ex- 

— Þ periments on other Simple- Waters, which, 
— | trom their ſenſible Qualities, ſeem'd to be 
of the ſame Claſs with that, though they 
kad not been hitherto ſuſpected. of any 
N B Viru- 
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— — 4. . * a 


| 
{ 
| 
' 


by an almoſt univerſal Cuſtom, become a Sub 
ſtitute in the Shops for Black-Cherry-Water 


nutes. In the manner of its Operation it 


that does. Hence then we had all the Rea- 
fon in the World to baniſh this Succedaneum 2 
from the Shops. But as this Water in Taſte, 


_——_ 
V irulency. Our firſt Trials were upon the W. 
ter — from Bitter Almonds; which bein 


We thought it became Us to examine whe 
ther that was entirely free from any noxiou 
Qualities. Indeed, we thought we had goo 
Reaſon to ſuſpect its bad Effects, ſome a 
mongſt Us having ſeen ſome Experiment 
made with the Chemical Oil drawn by Diſtil P. 
lation from the dried Almond- Cate, a few 
Drops of which would kill a Dog almoſf q 
inſtantaneouſly. And as the Almond-Wate 2m 
muſt have all its Flavour and Taſte fronſf? 
this Oil; it ſeem'd reaſonable to conclude 
that this Water was a Poiſon of the ſam 
Nature, only a little more diluted. And 
indeed, upon Trial, we found that the A 
mond-Water was as fatal, and as ſpeedy in it * 
Effects, as the Laurel-Water itſelf. About? 
two Ounces of it threw a middle-fiz'd Dog, * 


K 


into Convulſions as ſoon as he had ſwallowedſ 


it, and very few, out of ſeveral that we tried 


2 
it upon, 1 it above one or two Mi- 


1 
a2, 
exactly reſembled the Laurel-Mater; occa- 5 
ſioning the ſame Variety of Convulſions af” 


a 
of 
Smell, and all its ſenſible Qualities, exadtlyſ. 11 


imitates that, for which it is ſubſtituted-; 
| we 


L 3 
„ thought it Qill worthy our Enquiry, ILY 
er the genuine Black-Cherry- 


ater itſelf * 


as ſalutary and innocent or not. To this 
Purpoſe, we procured a ſufficient Quantity of 
berry-Stones (the Flavour of the Water 
riſing entirely from the Kernel) and diſtil- 
d a Simple Water from them; and this 
Bkewiſe, upon Trial, was found to be endued 
ith the ſame poiſonous Qualities as the 
ormer, though in ſomewhat a leis Degree, 
here being about a double Quantity of this 
kquired to produce the fame Effects; but in 
hat Quantity the Event was exactly the 
me as from the Almond or Laurel-Water, 
We thought it therefore incumbent on 
$ Bo acquaint the Publick with the dange- 
us Qualities of theſe Waters, for which 
ere has hitherto been ſo great a Demand. 
ind that the Experiments we made might 
End in the fairer Light, we have ſubjoined 
e-manner in which the Almond and Black: 
5 herry- Waters we made uſe of were drawn ; 
ied hich was done (by our Direction) by Mr. 
1. Davis, a very honeſt any ingenious Apothe- 
pry of this Place. 
He took one Pound and half of the dried 
Whnond-Cake, and adding to it a Quart of 
ater, drew from it in a Cold-Still, a 
art of Bitter Almond-Water. 
ſte, 'To fourteen Pound of Black Cherry-Stones 
Fruiſed, he added a Quantity of Water ſuffi- 
l Z ent to prevent burning, (which in this Ex- 


* B 2 perunent 


Fr 


L 


| 18 
periment was about fix Gallons) and drew 
off in a Hot-Still ſeven Quarts, The firſt 
Quart that run he reſerved by itſelf, and 
with that we made the foregoing Experi- 
ments, | 
ZS Tho. Atwood, 

James Mackenz:e, 
Tho. Cameron, 


Joln Wall. 


— — *. ” — — 


October 31, to November 7. 


The PLANTER fo Mr. BRYAN. 


SIR, „ 
HE Account lately publiſhed in your 
Paper, of the ſurprizing and terrible 
Effects of Black-Cherry-Water ; made me 
almoſt reſolve to cut down all my Black- 
Cherry-Trees (which are juſt arrived to their 
Perfection ;) but having conſidered the Mat- 
ter a little better, do beg leave by your Means, 
to lay the following Articles of Enquiry be- 
fore the learned Publiſhers, for their Anſwer ; 
apprebending it will be acceptable to all that 
traffick in Black-Cherries, as well as to 


Your Humble $ ervant, 
The PLANT ER. 


if, 
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1h, Whether the genuine Black-Cherry- 

Water, ought to be made only from the Pulp 

of the Cherry, or from the Kernel, or both? 

2d, Whether the Subject ought or” ought 

not to be fermented, before 1t is committed 

to Diſtillation ? And whether the Simple» 

„Water drawn either way, will be equally 
poiſonous ? 

34, 'Whether he Cherry-Stones uſed in the 

Experiment were not obtained from the Di- 

— | ftillers, after having been infuſed a conſider- 

able Time i in Spirits, to make Black-Cherry- | 
Brandy * 

| 4th, Whether one Spoonful of right French . 

83 will not kill a Dog? And whether 

J] one Spoonful of the ſame Brandy, being di- 

luted with two Spoonfuls of Water, and 

given to three ſeveral Dogs, one Spoonful to 

"| each, would have the leaſt Effect on any 
of them ? 


Que 


4 5th, Whether the moſt innocent or ſalu- 
. | tary Fruit, or Vegetable, may not become 
my poiſonous by a particular Treatment? 


th, Whether there are not ſome Roots, 32 
Fruits and Vegetables poiſonous to Men, | 


--| which ſerve for Food or Phybck to other * 
Animals, Et e Converſo? | "A 
ak Laſily, Whether there are not many Arg ; 
mal, and Vegetable Poiſons, which, if truly 
corrected, or exactly doſed, may prove Ry . 
erful Remedies ? 


5 Novem 


pot to be fermented, before it is committed 


75 


November 7 to 14. 


Mr. Davis 70 Mr. Bayan, f 


STR, 


81 ERP that it is below the Gra- 

vity of our Phyſicians to enter into 
any Diſpute with a Planter who conceals his 
Name; and as I was employed to diftil the 
Waters uſed in the Experiments, I ſhall take 
upon me for once, to anſwer his Queries, 
that your Readers may judge how pertinent 
and momentous they are, 


Tam, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 
WILLIAM Davis. 


Querry Iſt, Whether the genuine Black- 
-Water ought to be made only from 
the Pulp of the Cherry, or from the Kernel, 
or both? 
Anſwer. The Diſpenſatory will inform 
him, that it ought to be made both from the 
Pulp and — A Poiſon ſeems to lie in 


the Kernel, though the Pulp is harmleſs. 
How would the Planter like to breakfaſt on 
[ Ratſbane and Plumb-Gruel? 


2d, Whether the Subject ought or ought 


to 


67 


to Diſtillation? And whether the Simple- 


Water drawn either way, will be equally 


poiſonous? ?: N . 
Anſiwer. Hey day! Sure the Planter is 
no Apothecary. The Diſpenſatory again vill 
tell him, that the Black-Cherries ought not 
to be fermented, in order to make the Sim- 
| ple-Water, Neither were the Bitter-Al- 
' monds, nor Black-Cherry-Stones fermented, 
to make the Water uſed in the Experiments. 
Za, Whether the Cherry-Sfones uſed in the 
Experiment, were not obtained from the Di- 
ſtillers, after having been infuſed a conſider- 
able Time in Spirits, to make Black-Cherry- 
Brandy? 

| Anſwer, No: Never infuſed in any Spi- 
its. 
A4, Whether one Spoonful of right French 
Brandy will not kill a Dog? And whether 


one Spoonful of the fame. Brandy being di- 


luted with two Spoonfuls of Water, and given 
to three ſeveral Dogs, one Spoonful to 


each, would have the leaſt Effect on any 


of them ? 
Anſiber. Our Phyſicians made no Experi- 
ments with Brandy at my Houſe; when they 


do, I ſhall tell him how many Spoonfuls 


will kill a Dog. 3 
5th, Whether the moſt innocent or ſalu- 

tary Fruit, or Vegetable, may not become 

poiſonous by a particular Treatment? 


Anſwer, 


"4 
1 
+ 
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Anſwer. I don't know any innocent or 


| Glutary Vegetable, that will become poi- Im 
ſonous by a ſimple Diſtillation; and that was 


all the Treatment which the Vegetables uſed 
in the Experiments underwent. But ſuppo- 


ſing the Bitter-Almond, and Black-Cherry- 
Kernel harmleſs, and that the Waters drawn 


from them become poiſonous by Diſtillation Þ 


only; is not that poiſonous Quality, how- 
ever acquired, a ſufficient Reaſon for reject- 
ing them? 

6th, Whether there are not ſome Roots, 
Fruits and Vegetables poiſonous to Men, 
which ſerve for Food or Phylick to other 


Animals, Et e Converſo ? 
Anſwer. Here the Queriſt inſinuates, that 


the Waters uſed in the Experiments might 


do Men no harm, though they poiſoned 
Dogs. Our Phyſicians, indeed, carried their 
Trials no farther than on Dogs; but if the 
Planter will preſent himſelf to me, I am 


ready to ſatisfy his Curioſity. But leſt the 
Gentleman ſhould be too forward, as he has 


given ſome Latin in this Query, I ſhall at- 
tempt a Syllogiſm. The Laurel, Bitter- Al- 


mond, and Black-Cherry- Kernel Water , poi- 


ſon Dogs i in the ſame manner; but the Lau- 


rel-Water poiſons Men, as well as Dogs : 
Ergo: The Bitter- Almond, and Black-Cher- 


ry-Kernel-Waters may poiſon Men, as well 


as Dogs, 
Lafily, 


(9) 


Laſtly, Whether there are not many Ani- 
xl, Mineral, and Vegetable Poiſons, which, 

truly corrected, or exactly doſed, may prove 
powerful Remedies? 

Anfiver. When the Plan ter ſhall teach 
the World, how the poiſonous Waters men- 
tioned in the Experiments, may be corrected, 
lor ſo exactly doſed, as to become powerful 
- Remedies, it is poſſible they may again be 
- preſcribed : Till then, I hope the Planter 
will ſingly enjoy all the Credit and Advantage 
of uſing and recommending ſuch Remedies. 
n, | As the Planter ſeems very fond of Queries, 
er Ill favour him with a ſhort one, 

Query, Whether Roots, and Fruits are 
at not Vegetables? 


It 

2d 

ir 

8 November 14 to 21. 

8 The PLANTER fo Mr. BRYAN. 
age - 


4 S 1 R, 


N your Journal of the 7th Inſtant, I pre- 
ſented the learned Publiſhers of the Expe- 
: | riment on Black-Cherry Water with a few 
- | Queſtions; in hopes to have that Matter ſet 
in a clearer Light, and to prevent (if poſſible 
the Deſtruction of our Cherry-Trees, or elle 


„to convince us that we ought to part with 
C them 


( 10 ) 

them chearfully and expected a ſatisfactory 
Anſwer on the Subject; but inſtead of that 
Ffind in your Yeſterday's Paper, which I met 
Row (on my Journey) this Morning at Eve- 
ſham, a pretended: Anſwer, (that extorted a 

Smile from me) ) figned William Davis; who, 
he had not ſignified the Part he bore i in the 
Experiments, Tſhould (by his Anſwers and} 
Reatoning) have gueſt him, to be à young Apo- 
Fhecary ; there appearing too many Over- 
fights, even at once reading, for a Man of 
{ compaſſionate Diſpoſition, to take Advan- 
tageof) and as ſuch, I may perhaps, at a cer-| 


tain Time, prevail Wh my Wife's Mother, 


Who is an Apothecary's Widow to reply ; 
ſhe being a very honeſt and ingenious old Wo. 
man, has ; for many Years uſed to diſtil $7mple- 


Waters, and diſpenſe Medicines, but is exceed- 


ing cautious in her Pra#ice, and will not 


venture to preſcribe fo much as a Clyſter, 
without a Phyſician's Advice; which makes 


| her greatly eſteemed and much recommended by 


them, unto this Day.—lIt the learned Publi- 
ſhers of the ſaid Experiments, have not Lei- 
(ure, or Inchnation, to anſwer me themſelves, 
but will pleaſe to Patronize any other of 


Mr. Davis's Performances, (for This J dare 


fiy they will not) I ſhall then take Notice of 
them, in a manner ſuitable to the Gravity of 
the Gentlemen's Profeſſion; (which I take to 
be the Gravity meant by Mr. Davis) but 
that the Publick may aint de impos'd upon 


by 


IT _ 
by any thing that is ſpurious; I muſt inſiſt, 
that theſe Words be inſerted in ſuch Per- 


formance. 


By the Order of Tho. Atwood, James 
Mackenzie, Tho. Cameron, John Wall, 
Doctors of Phyſick; or by other r 


Titles; 
nad; conclude thus, Davis Aſſiſtant. 


We ſhall then ſee, how much better a 
Figure this little Gentleman (for I gueſs at 
his Size by his Pertneſs) will make, with 
HIPPOCRATES's Cap on his Head; and 
ſhall treat him, after his Advancement to 
that Dignity, tho with leſs Elegance of 
Style, than the Subject may require; yet 
with that Freedom and Plainneſs, as becomes 
a fair Diſputant, and am 


8 


Your humble Servant, 


15th Now, 1740. 
The PLANTER, 


Maſter Bryan, 


N reading your News-Paper of yeſter- 

day, I find a Queſton put by Mr. 
Davis a Potecarrier about Roots, Fruits, 
and Vegetables; now I being a Gardiner, 
tho' no Scollard, but willing to let you ſee 
I am no Dunſe, do here ſend him an Anſer. 


C2 Queſton, 


15 November 1740. 


| 


FT 
4 
N. 
. 
1 
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AQucſton, Whether Roots and Frutes are 


not Vegetables? 

Anſer, No; for they are only Parts of 
Vegetables; but if this Potecarier can tell me 
of any particular Root, or Fruit, that is 


a complete Vegetable, I will ſend to Mr. 
Millerd, to put it down in his Book. 


Your Servant, 
ADAM APPLETREE-RoOT, 


November 21 to 28. 
Mr. Davis fo Mr. BRVAN. 


S 1 R, 
SI can't ſuppoſe, that a Perſon of the 


Planter's great Ingenuity, would ever 


loſe Sight of his Subject, in any Diſpute; I 


muſt believe, that his laſt Letter contains a 
full and ample Proof of the ſalutary Virtues 


of Black-Cherry-Water, tho' it does not ſo 
readily appear to People of leſs Penetration 
than himſelf. For the Benefit therefore, of 
ſuch People and myſelf, I ſhall endeaveur to 
draw his Argument into a narrower Compals, 
that it may have it's full Force, and convince 
every Body, that the Dogs which died imme- 
diately on ſwallowing the B/ack-Cherry- Kernel 
Water, were not at all the worſe for 1t. 

| His 


U 
ü 
) 
| 


— 


Wr 
His Argument, when ſtript of the Wit that 

darkens it, runs thus: He ſmiled at Eveſham, - 

and is of a compaſſionate Diſpoſition : But 
there is ſome Honeſty in his Family, on the 
Wife's Side: Ergo, Black-Cherry-Kernel- 
Water is very wholeſome, and a powerful 
Remedy. This, it muſt be owned, 1s a very 
extraordinary Argument; but for that veryRea- 
ſon, it is the beſt Proof the Planter could give 
of his great Sagacity and Judgment; for what 
would ordinary Arguments avail againſt Mat- 
ter of Fact? Another Inſtance for his wonder- 
ful Acuteneſs in Diſputation, is his Anſwer to 
my Query about Roots, Fc. which is ex- 
cellent in it's kind, that it deſerves to be a 
little farther illuſtrated. Suppoſe then, 
that a Phyſician had preſcribed a vegetable 
Diet, and the Patient ſhould confine himſelf 
to roaſted Apples; yet according to the Plan- 
ter, this Patient tranſgreſſes Rules, becauſe 
he does not ſwallow the Tree. Or, ſuppoſe 
that the Planter ſhould bring his Action againſt 
any rude Fellow, for giving him a Kick on 
the Breech ; the Planter, by his own Reaſon- 
ing, would be caſt, by the Fellow's pleading 
that he did not kick his Ar--e, for it was only 
a Part of it. But J ſhall contend no more with 
this very ſubtile Gentleman, while he con- 
tinues in Diſguiſe, and ſhall only once for all 
adviſe him to ſubſcribe his real Name to his 


next Performance, that the Weight of his 
Character 


{ I \ 


Character may add Force to his Arguments 
in Favour Nr 


1 am, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 
WILLIAM iDavis. 


TroMAs CHERRY-TREE the Elder, to the 
Autbors of his Condemnation, | 


-INCE you have learnedly decreed, 
That I — all my Sons muſt bleed; 


— me a dying Queſtion aſk, 


(The Anſwer's not ſo hard a Taſk „ 

Why ſhould not Plumb- tree ſhare my F ate! 
And. rot unpity'd by the Great; 

For it's preſum'd his Fruit produces, 

As poiſonous and pernicious Juices. 


We hear the young Trees in the Nurſery 
of the late Jonathan Minchin, lately adver- 
tiled 1 in this Paper, are not yet all diſpos'd of. 


November 


(75) 


| November 2 8 to Dicembe 8. 8 


The PLANTER a Mr Bara. 
5 I R, 


* 8 our laſt Friday: 8 Paper l I find; that 
x yo Davis is not thought a fit Perſon 
to be intruſted with HIPPOCRATES's Cap; 
but inſtead of that do 3 he has been 
preſented with another Sort of Cap, made with 
a particular kind of t Paper, which becomes 
him very well; and ſhall therefore now pay 
him my Compliments, as a Perſon of ſuch 
Diſtinction deſerves. 

As to that Part of his Letter relating to the 
Experiment on Black-Cherry-Water I muſt 
be ſo candid as to admit, he has reduced 'the 
Argument to a Point, fo exquilitely fine, as 
not tobe diſcerned ; the Stile is tranſcendently 
ſublime ; and the Arguments to ſupport the 
Experiment, are univerſally allow'd to be un- 
anſwerable, by reaſon they ſurpaſs all human 
Underſtanding : So that this Cap (tho' of an 
inferior Title, yet being of greater Antiquity,) 
hath performed more than H IPPOCRATES 8 
Cap could have done. 

It ſeems Mr. Davis has thought proper to 
remove the Burthen, from off the Gardener's 
Shoulders, and place it on mine; I will endea- 
vour to remove it thence, and defend mylſelfasI 
can, againſt one that makesſo ungenteel an At- 
tack on my Bach- parts. He puts theCaſe thus. 


© Suppoſe | 


| 


( 16 ) 

* Suppoſe a Phyſician had preſcribed a vege- 
© table Diet, and the Patient fhould confine 
© himſelf to roaſted Apples; yet according to 
© the Planter, this Patient tranſgreſſes Rules, 
« becauſe he does not fiwallow the Tree. 

Or, ſuppoſe that the Planter ſhould bring 
© his Action againſt any rude Fellow, for giving 
bim a Kick on the Breech; the Planter by 
His own Reaſoning would be caſt, by the Fel- 
* low's pleading that he did not Rick his A---e, 
for it was only Part of it. 

The Gardener (whom he calls the Planter) 
aſſerted that Fruits and Roots, were only | 
Parts of Vegetables, and not compleat Vege- 
tables; and this will very plainly appear, in 
the ſuppoſed Caſe; by only making Uſe 
of the Word Food, inſtead of the Word 
Diet. 

Thus, if vegetable Food were preſcribed, 
the Patient would eat only that Part of the 
Vegetable proper for Food; not that Part 
proper for Fuel; and could never miſtake the 
Fruit for the Wood, or tranſgreſs the Phyſi- 
cian's Rules; unleſs he meant by the Word 
Diet, that his Patient ſhould ſwallow the 
Tree. The Patient would alſo confine him- 
ſelf to that Sort of vegetable Food proper for 
Men; unleſs he ſhould prove to be an A, for 
then he would chuſe Th:/les. 

As to the other Suppoſition ; I think the 
Apothecary, who is frequently obliged to op 


to the Ar--e, might have thought on a Caſe 
in 


— — * - 
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in his own Way; by ſuppoſing 1 the rude Fel- 
low, to have thruſt his Noſe into the Aper- 
ture; for this would have diſtinguiſh'd the 
Part, and removed the pretended Difficulty 
in Pleading, beyond the Poſſibility of a Miſ- 
take ; which Gentlemen of this Cap are apt 
to run into. 

Having now performed the diſagreeable 
Taſk of threſhing ſo much Chaff, and finding 
no Light will be afforded me by the Pub- 
liſhers of the Experiments on Almonds and 
) Black-Cherry-Water ; I ſhall now venture to 
y | examine into the Proceſſes, by comparing 

them, with what I call the genuine Proceſſes. 
ts And firſt as to the Almond-Water. 
72 * Mr, Davis, took 1 Pound and a half of 
g | © the dryed Almond-Cake, and adding to it a 
* Quart of Water, he 2 fromit, in a cold 
Still, a Quart of bitter Almond-Water And 
with two Ounces thereof killed a Dog. 
7 The Apothecary's general Rule (as my 
Wife's Mother informs me) is to draw 4 
. Ruarts of Almona-Water from 4 Qunces of 
d Amond-Cakte, this juſt gives an agreeable Ha- 
je vour to the Water, which is uſed as a Vehicle. 
Ergo, Mr. Davis's drawing but 1 Quart of 
\r | Water from 24 Ounces of Cake, mult make 
ir | his Water 23 fimes Aronger of the Kernel, than 
that of the Apothecary's : s: And thus render it 
unfit for uſe. 

Indeed I diſtruſted whether 1 Quart of 

Water could be drawn, after the manner of 
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Mr. Davis's Proceſs; my Wife's Mother 
tried it for me, and though ſhe could not go 
thro' the Proceſs for the Stinꝭ, yet believes 
the Thing poſſible to be done, but not with- 
out much burning the Paſte ; 3 (for it will 
be nearly of that Conſiſtence when commit- 
ted to the Still) which gives a naſty, hot, em- 
pyreumatick Taſte, to the Water, and greatly 
enhances the Malignity of it. Therefore I 
do not call this genuine Water. 
Now for the Black-Cherry-Water. 

Mr, Davis, to 14 Pounds of Black-Cherry- 
Stones bruiſed, added a Quantity of Water 
ſufficient to prevent burning, (which in his 
Experiment was about 6 Gallons) and arew 
off in a hot Still 7 Quarts ; the firſt Quart 
that run he reſerved by 1tſelf ; and with four 
Ounces thereof he kill'd a Dog. This he 
calls the genuine Black-Cherry-Water. 

The London Diſpenſatory publiſhed by 
the College of Phyſicians, directs the Proceſs 
thus : 

From 12 Pounds of Black-Cherries bruiſed 
with the Stones, draw 1 Gallon. 

I having no Opportunity of comparing the 
Difference of Weight between the Cherry 
and the Cherry-Stone of recent Fruit, was 
obliged to make uſe of ſome Black-Cherries 
which had been infuſed in Brandy ; but all 
that would run was pour'd from 'em three 
Months before: I weigh'd 1 Ounce of theſe 
with the Stones, and then (aiter rubbing oft 


all 
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all the fleſhy Part with a dry Cloth) weigh'd 
the Stones, and found them to be 1 Quarter 
of an Ounce bare Weight; ſo that the Fruit 
was to the Stone as 4 to 1. 

I therefore think Mr, Davis's Proceſs li- 
able to wo Objections; the one for leaving 
out the Cherry, and the other for uſing foo 
great a Proportion of the Stones. 

As to the Cherry, tis plain that 3 Parts 
in 4 of the requiſite (and 'tis preſumed of the 
beſt) Ingredients were left out ; for, the 
Denomination is uſually taken from the bet- 
ter or prevailing Part: Therefore his Black- 
Cherry-Water cannot be genuine. 

And as to the ſecond, tis plain that if 3 
Pounds of Cherry-Stones are ſufficient to favour 
4 Quarts of Water, then 14 Pounds of them 
muſt make theſe four Quarts of Water 3. 
times and above an half ſtronger ; and conſe- 
quently muſt make 1 Quart above 17 fimes 


ſtronger of the Kernel than it ought to be, and 


remove it ſo much further from being genu- 
ine; and I believe the Diſproportion would 
have appeared to be much greater, had the 
Fruit I made uſe of been freſh gathered. 

That Brandy and Spirit of Wine are both 
obtain'd from Vegetables by /mple D:/tzlla- 
tion; and that Brandy is not, but that Spirit 
of Wine is poiſonous to Men, I think cannot 
be deny d; and therefore Vegetables may 
become poiſonous by ſuch a particular Treat- 
ment, tho' Mr. Davis knows it not. 
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The College Preſeription does neither di- 
rect nor forbid Fermentation in their Proceſs for 
Black-Cherry-Water ; and as their Diſpenſa- 
tory was publiſhed for the Uſe of Perſons 
ſuppos'd to be Hill d in Pharmacy, therefore 
they do not deſcend to every minute Circum- 
ſtance, but leave this Proceſs as they do 


others, to be performed according to Art ; 


the preſent Method of preparing it at the 
Apothecary's Hall, London, 1s by the Help of 
Fermentation; and my Mother's Huſband 
always prepared it in that Way, as ſhe tells 
me: Every common Diſtiller knows that 
nothing pirituous or ſalutary can be obtained 
from Black-Cherries by ſimple Diſtillation, 
without being previouſly fermented, 
For the Conſolation and Benefit therefore 
of all Planters, Fathers, Mothers, Midwives, 
Nurſes and Children, I will here tranſcribe 
the Opinion of the celebrated Dr. Quincy con- 
cerning this uſeful Vehicle, when made as 
it ought to be. He ſays, 

The Water from Black-Cherries ſeems by 
much the beſt we have in the Shops, for a Ve- 
hicle ; the Kernels give it an agreeable Fla- 


vour; and there is Jo much of a Spirit in the 


Juice, as preſerves it the Year round, when 


carefully diſtilld, without Decay. Quincy 8 


Diſpenſatory, gth Edition, Page 3 58. 


As Mr. Davis ſeems to lay much Streſs 
on the Weightineſs of Names and Characters, 
I will in this give him the Turn of the Scale, 

to 


(21) 
to help his own Arguments, chuſing myſelf 
to argue, rather from Demonſtration than 
Sound : And ſhall therefore take leave of the 
Publick as an Author; and continue to ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf, as before, 


Sir, 
Thame, 2d Dec. Your humble Servant, 
1 The PLANT ER. 


December 12 to 19. 
Mr. Tu RNOR fo Myr. BRY AN. 


SIX, 


IHE Planter having entertain'd your 
Readers for ſome time with ſuch Wit 
as he could afford, has at laſt come to the 
Point in Diſpute ; and my Maſter having de- 
termined to contend no longer with Shadows, 
has given me leave to anſwer him. Had the 
Planter began where he now concludes, with 
making Objections to the Waters uſed in the 
Experiments, and argued in a Gentleman- 
ike manner, with his Name afhx'd to his 
Performances, it is very probable that the 
Publiſhers would either have anſwered his 
Objections, or acquieſced in his Demonſtra- 
tion 


Example. 
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tion (as be calls it) that thoſe Waters are | 


not poiſonous. 
But inſtead of treating our Phyſicians in a 
candid generous Manner, a Perſon noted for 


 Self-ſufficiency and Prating aſſumes the Name 


[ 
of a Planter, challenges our Doctors to dif. NE 
pute with him, modetly aſks them how the I 
genuine Black-Cherry-Water ought to be 
made, that is, whether they could read the I. 
Diſpenſatory, bids them tell him whether 
Brandy would kill a Dog, with ſeveral other 
Queries equally pertinent and edifying ; and 
notwithſtanding ſuch Uſage, wonders that 
they would not anſwer him. Riſum te- 
neatis ? 

But who can expreſs the Indignation of the 
Planter, when he found his Queries anſwered 
by only a plain Apothecary ; he preſently 
dropt his Subject to chaſtiſe my Maſter, and 
in his Fury compared him to a very honeſt 
and ingenious old Woman, much efteemed by 
the Phyſicians for being exceeding cautious in 
her Practice. What a ſad Character is here ! 
It might be no great Loſs to his Neighbours, 
if the Planter ſhould follow the old Woman's 


Perhaps it hurt his Spleen that our Phy- 
ficians call'd Mr. Davis an honeſt and inge- 
nious Apothecary : But pray, Sir, does this ex- 
clude others from deſerving the ſame Cha-. 
rafter ? Tt is evident that theſe Words were 


not intended to depreciate other Apothecaries, 
but 
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but to ſatisfy the Publick that the Experi- 
ments were faithfully made. 

As to the Planter's Animadverſions upon 
my Maſter's laſt Letter, I ſhall eafily grant 
that any Delicacy in Wit is above his Com- 
prehenſion; but-that hrs Underſtanding ſhould 
be the Te/t of Mit, I ſhall never allow. _ 

I now come to that Part of the Planter's 
laſt Letter where his great Strength lies, viz. 
his Examination of the Procefles by which 
the Waters uſed in the Experiments were 
drawn. After quoting the Preceſs he goes 
on thus : | 

The Apothecary's general Rule (as my. 
© Wite's Mother informs me) is to draw 4. 
* Quarts of Almond-Water from 4 Ounces 
* of Almond-Cake, this juſt gives an agree- 
* able Flavour to the Water, which is uſed . 
© as a Vehicle. Ergo, Mr. Davis's drawing 
but one Quart of Water from 24 Ounces 
* of Cake, muſt make his Water 23 times 
* ſtronger of the Kernel than that of the 
* Apothecaries, And thus render it unfit 


for Uſe.” 


There 1s no general Rule among the Apo- 
thecaries for making Bitter-Almond-Water, 
tor 'tis a direct Fraud, and ought not to be 
made at all, It has indeed been kept by moſt 
Apothecaries as a Subſtitute to the Black- 
Cherry-Water, but every Apothecary made 
it according to his own Fancy; and the com- 
mon Way was to throw ſome Handfuls of 

| Almond- 
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Almond-Cake, by gue/5, into the Still, and 
draw off ſome Water, agreeable to the 
Artiſt's Palate. 

My Curiofity prompted me to make ſome 
Bitter-Almond- Water exactly according to 
the Planter's Rule of drawing 4 Quarts from 
4 Ounces of Cake : And tho' I never taſted 
any fo weak before that was freſh drawn, yet 
I cannot call it wholeJome ; for ten Ounces of it 
Kill d an exceeding firong Dog, in the Preſence 
of three of our Phyſicians, in leſs than fix 
Minutes ; and four Ounces flew a ſmall Dog, 
in the Preſence of two of our Phyſicians, 25 
leſs than three Minutes. 

N. B. Before the fame Gentlemen, two 
very ſtrong Dogs took the laſt Running oſ 
the Cherry-Stone-Water, which threw them 
both into Convulſions immediately, and kill'd 
the one in about a quarter of an Hour, and 
the other in a few Minutes. As to the Wa- 
ters uſed in the Experiments, the Truth is, 
our Phyſicians deſired my Maſter to draw the 
Bitter-Almond- Water pretty ſtrong, that the 
bad Effects of it (in caſe it had any) ſhould 
ſoon appear without Loſs of Time; and he 
drew but one Quart from 24 Ounces of Cake, 
becauſe he thought he ſhould not have Oc- 
caſion for more. 

The Planter's Objection to this Proceſs is 
founded upon a manifeſt Fallacy, by which 
he deſigned rather to caſt a Miſt before the 
Eyes of the Ignorant, than to diſcover the 

— Truth; 
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Truth ; for he ſays that Mr. Davis's drawing 
but 1 Quart of Water from 24 Ounces of 
Cake, muſt make his Water 23 times ſtronger 
of the Kernel than the Apothecary's Water 
drawn by the Planter's Rule as above. Here he 
ſuppoſes that the Almond- Water uſed in the 
Experiments was impregnated with the 
cohole Virtue of the 24 Ounces of Cake; 
whereas every Apprentice m Chemiſtry can 
tell him, that after the firſt Quart was drawn 
off, the remaining Cake, by a freth Affuſion 
of common Water, would yield many Quarts 
of Almond-Water, full as ſlrong as the firſt. 
The fame Fallacy runs through his Exami- 
nation of the Black-Cherry-Kernel- Water. 

The Planter proceeds. Indeed I dit- 
© truſted whether one Quart of Water could 
* be drawn after the Manner of Mr. Davis's 
Proceſs: My Wife's Mother tried it for me, 
and though ſhe could not go throughout 
the Proceſs for the Stink, yet believes the 
* thing potlible to be done, but not without 
* much burning the Paſte, (for it will be 
nearly of that Conſiſtence when committed 
* to the Still) which gives a naſty, Bot, em- 
* pyrcumatick Taſte to the Water, and greatly 
© enhances the Malignity of it. Therefore 
I do not call this genuine Black-Cherry- 
© Water. 

All the Phyſicians in Town taſted the 
Bitter-Almond-Water uſed in the Experi- 
ments, and 4now that it had 1s empyreumatick 
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Taſte :' Nay, we could draw the ſame Quan- 
tity of Water from a much /arger Quantity 
of Cake, without any ſuch Taſte, becauſe 
we always fill the Bottom of our Still with 
Water, and cover the Water with a Copper- 
Plate tinn'd, on which we lay the Cake, fo 
that it cannot poſſibly be burnt. I believe the 
Planter is a Stranger to this Method of Diſ- 
tilling; for tis the Fate of Perſons that fol- 
low different Employments, never to be ex- 
pert in any. 

The Planter entertains us next with his 
Examination of the Black-Cherry-Water. 
After quoting the Proceſs, ig. 

Mr. Davis to 14 Pounds of Black- 
Cherry-Stones bruiſed, added a Quantity of 
Water ſufficient to prevent burning, (which, 
in his Experiment, was about fix Gallons) 
and drew off in a hot Still ſeven Quarts ; 
the firſt Quart that run he reſerv'd by itſelf, 
and with four Ounces thercof he kill'd a 
Dog. This he calls the genuine Black- 
Cherry- Water. 

Does he ſo? I'm ſure neither the Pub- 
li bers, nor Mr. Davis, ever call'd the Waters 
uſed in the Experiments by the Name of the 
genuine Black-Cherry-Water ; and yet the 
Planter would be affronted if I ſhould call 
him a Liar, for affirming that they did. They 
always diſtinguiſhed it by the Name of Black- 
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Cherry-Stone or Kernel-Water, that it ſhould 


not be confounded with the genuine Black- 
| Cherry- 
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Cherry-Water of the Shops; and all that 
our Phyſicians propoſed by publiſhing the 
Experiments made with Black-Cherry-Ker- 
nel-Water, was to acquaint the Publick that 
the genuine Black-Cherry-Water is po: /onous 
in ſo far as it partakes of the Kernel; and 
they left it to every Man to judge for him- 
ſelf, whether he ought in Conſcience to pre- 
{cribe it or not. For, ſuppoſing, as the Plan- 
ter pretends, that the Flavour of the Kernel 
was 4 times, or (according to his wicked 
Blunder) 17 times as ſtrong in the Waters 
uſed in the Experiments, as it is in the genu- 
ine Black-Cherry-Water of the Shops, why 
ſhould a Child be made to fallow the ſeven- 
teenth Part of a Doſe of Poiſon ? 

Let it be granted that 17 Grains of Arſenic 
are required to kill a Dog, what a Conſola- 
tion mult it be to a Parent, that he need give 
his Child but one Grain /! 

* The Planter affirms that the College 
{. Preſcription does neither direct or forbid 
Fermentation in their Proceſs for Black- 
Cherry-Water; and that the Method of 
* preparing at the Apothecary's Hall, Lon- 
* don, is by the Help of Fermentation.” 

The College moſt certainly intended that 
the Black-Cherry-Water ſhould be drawn 
without any previous Fermentation ; for as it 
is ranked in the ſame Claſs of Simple Waters 
with thoſe that are never fermented, ſuch as 
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Mint-Water, Roſe- Water, Fe. they would 
have expreſly ordered us to ferment the 
Black-Cherries, in caſe they had intended 
to make that Water an Exception from the 
reſt. 

As to the Apothecary's Hall, or common 
Diſtillers, I neither know nor care what they 
do; for it is our Buſineſs to prepare Medi- 
cines faithfully, according to the Diſpenſatory, 
and Phyſicians Preſcriptions ; and I hope the 
Planter will for the future obſerve the ſame 
Rule, 

The Paragraph concerning Brandy and 
Spirit of Wine is foreign to the preſent Diſ- 
pute, and too trifling to deſerve any Anſwer: 
For Brandy and Spirit of Wine are not ob— 
tained from Vegetables by /imple Diſtillation, 
1. e. not without a previous Fermentation, 
which gives the Spirit. This Inſtance there- 
fore is ridiculous: For there is no Analogy 
betwixt thoſe Spirits and the Waters uſed in 
the Experiments; which being ufer mented, 
had not their natural Qualities at all altered. 

And as to his Quotation from Dr. Quincy, 
it is very true that he ſpeaks favourably of the 
Black-Cherry-Water ; and fo do many more 
beſides him; but Qmcy was a very honeſt as 
well as-a very ingenious Apothecary, and, no 
doubt, would have altered his Opinion, had 
he been preſent at the Experiments ; but 
little ſhuffling Souls cannot be perſuaded that 
it 


r 


it is great or noble to acknowledge or retract 
any Error. 7 * 


IT am, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, | 
WILLIAM N. TuRNoR, 
N. B. The ſatyrical, or lampooning Poem, 


receiv'd from ſome unknown Hand, on our 
worthy Phyſicians, the Printer is determin'd 
to give no Place in this Paper, not only on 
account of its being contrary to the Rules of 
good Manners, but alſo from what is enjoin'd 
us by Holy Scripture. See Eccluſ. xxxviii. 
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December 19 to 26. 


8. R. 7 Mr. BRYAN. 
S 1 R; 


Your laſt Paper having Reference fo a Text 
in the Apocraphy, J turned to the Place, 
and could not help collecting together ſome 
ſcatter'd Thoughts, which occurr'd to me on 
the Subject of Phyjick and Phyſicians, which 
F here ſend you for the Entertainment of 
Your Readers ; and am, 


Str, 
Your humble Servant, 
S. R. 
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HE Art of Phyſick ſeems to take its 

Riſe from the Fall of Adam, whoſe 
eating the forbidden Fruit brought on him 
and his Poſterity not only the Curſe of a ſpi- 


ritual, but alſo of a temporal Death: From 
that time the human Body (after a phyſical | 
Manner) became ſubject to Decay, and at 
length to Diſſolution. 
The supreme Being having Compaſſion on 
the Frailty of human Nature, immediately 
undertook the Cure of the Soul ; and Self. 
preſervation prompted the Individual to ſtudy 
the Means of prolonging Life; but as the 
World became more populous, this Study 
advanced to a Science, and fell into the “ 
Hands of certain learned Perſons, ſtiled Phy- I 
ſicians, whoſe Art, in its full Extent, takes in 
no lefs than the whole Compaſs of Nature. 
The Education of a Phyſician is attended 
with no ſmall Expence; but then it is ge- 
nerally beſtowed on Gentlemen of plentiful 
Fortunes, who can very well ſupport it, 
without being beholden to their Practice. 
Taking the requiſite Degrees may indeed 
have its 3 Uſe, but adds nothing to the 
Honeſty or Skill of a Phyſician. lo 
The Power of Healing being thus digni- 
fy d and extenſive, no wonder that the wiſe 
Man ſhould enjoin us to honour the Phyfician 


with the Honour that is due unto him, becauſe | 
aw? 


3 
we may have Need of him, for the Lord _ 
created Him. (1) 
Our bleſſed Saviour's whole Life was one 
continued Scene of Charity and good Works, 
both to the Souls and Bodies of Men; he 
came to ſeek and to ſave, to find proper Ob- 
jects, both of his Goodneſs and Power. 

Now the Qualifications that will entitle 
him to this Honour as a Debt, are firſt, an 
Ability ; and ſecondly, an hearty Endeavour to 
heal the Bodies of Men ; thoſe who can afford 
it, at a moderate Expence ; and thoſe in low 
Circumſtances, without any Expence at all. 
The Method in Holland is well worthy Imi- 
tation, where the Phyſician has a certain and 
very moderate Fee whenever he is ſent tor ; 
but in ſome Places in England it frequently 
happens, that the Patient ſuffers more by the 
Expence of a Cure, than by the Severity of 
the Diſtemper ; and Multitudes chuſe rather 
to truſt Nature alone, than call in the timely 
Affiſtance of a Phyſician. 

I ſhall here beg leave to point out ſome of 
che Methods, by which I apprehend this Ha- 
nour may be either leſſened, and by degrees 

oſt, or preſerv'd and encreas'd. Thus: 
83 If a Phyſician happens to have too quick a 
Senſe of a real or ſuppos'd Injury or Indignity, 
this may prove very fatal to the Patient, and 
eſpecially in caſe of a Conſuitation ; where 
he not being firſt ſent for, the meeting with: 


(i) -Eecluſ. xxxviii. 1. 


ſome 
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| ſome little Contradiction, the Miſtake of a 
Servant, or perhaps the Omiſſion of a Fee, 
may coſt the Patient his Life. And this 
Dr. Garth ſeems to take Notice of in his 
D:iſpenſary Poem, where, in giving a De- 
ſcription of the Engravings on Qrerpo's 
Shield, he has theſe Words ; 


The Artiſt too expreſt the ſolemn State 
Of grave Phyſicians, at a Conſult mes; 
About each Symptom how they diſagree, 


But how unanimous, in caſe of Fee, 


Or if a Phyſician ſhould form Schemes to diſ- 
tribute his Bills within certain Limits, and en- 
courage and promote the Buſineſs of a favou- 
rite Apothecary, or of thoſe only within a 
Circle of his own making, to the utter Ex- 
cluſion, and perhaps Ruin of others equally 
deſerving ; andin order to this ſhould dictate 
unto, or even uſe his Intereſt with a Patient 
to leave his old Apothecary, and employ one 
of the Phyſician's recommending, this may 
give reaſon to ſuſpect an Underitanding be- 
tween them; beſides, it is breaking in upon 
that natural and acquired Intereſt which every 
one has obtain'd in Buſineſs; and conſe— 
quently muſt bring Diſcredit on the Practi- 
tioner in particular, and on the Practice in 
general, It is a common Saying, That a 
good Opinion 1s half a Cure; tis therefore 
not only unjuſt to others, but alfo cruel to 


put a Patient under the Difficulty and Unea- 
ſineſs, 
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ineſs;' either of going againſt the Bent of 

his own Inclination, or of diſobliging the 
Phyſician into whoſe hands he has committed 
himſelf; hard muſt be the Struggle between 
Liberty and Reſtraint at ſuch a time: Such 
unfortunate Patients may be compared to the 
poor Woman in the Goſpel, who ſuffered 
many things of the Phyſicians, and ſpent all 


ſhe had, _ wy nothing bettered, but rather 


grew or. Such Methods as theſe 
muſt nee 1 the Art of Phyſick to lan- 
guiſh, diminiſh the Honour juſtly due to a 
faithful Phyſician, and ſtir up that juſt Re- 
ſentment and Contempt, which Dr, Garth re- 
preſents ariſing in the Goddeſs of Health, 
to ſee, 


« How fi ckning Phyſick hangs her pg 
« Head, 

e And what was once a Science, now's 4 
* Tre: 

Her Sons ne er rifle her myſterious Store, 


ce But ſtudy Nature leſs, and Lucre more, 


The Means therefore to preſerve and. en- 
creaſe this Honour of a Phyſician, muſt be 
a quite contrary Temper and Behaviour; the 
wiſeſt of Men tells us, that before Honour is 
Humility (2), this will take off the Edge of 
our Reſentment, and open our Eyes to ſee 
our own F. ailings, as well as our Neighbours, 


(1) Mark v. 16. (2) Prov. xv. 33. 


F st. 
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St. Peter warns us againſt being exerciſed with 
covetous Practices (1); and St. Luke cau- 
tions us 70 take heed and beware of Covetouſ- 
eſs (2). This will of courſe wean us from 
that Partiality which a covetous Diſpoſition 
is naturally prone to. Theſe two important 
Points gain'd, will be a Means to uncramp 
and open the Mind, enlarge the Underſtand- 
ing, and put 1t on ſtudying the Art of Heal- 
ing, as a thing diſtinct from Selt-Intereſt. 
It will put a Phyſician on viſiting the Poor, 
not only for a time, to get Practice and Ex- 
perience, but for a continuance, after theſe 
are attain'd: And thus, by the Divine At- 
ſiſtance, always accompanying ſuch honeſt and 
laudable Endeavours, I am perſuaded that a 
greater Progreſs in Knowledge, and a larger 
Accumulation of Honour, and even Profit, 

may be made in one Year, than can be ob- 
tain'd in many Years without it. This is 
the Phyſician whom the Lord hath created to 
be a Bleſſing to Men, and to be had in Ho- 
nour by them. 

I would not, by any thing before ſaid, be 
conſtrued to depreciate or undervalue our 
worthy Phyſicians; ſome of whom I know 
to be of long ſtanding, and of great Ability 


and Reputation 3 and believe they would 


ſcorn, knowingly or deſignedly, to engage 
in any Meaſures which tend to the leſſening 


(1 2 Pet. ii. 14. (2) Luke xii, 15. 
cx 
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or diſhonouring this Noble, and almoſt Divine 


Art. 
N. B. The Planter's Anſwer to Mr. T. 


2or's Letter, may be expected in our next. 


January 9 to 16. 
The PLANTER FO Mr. BRYAN: 


S IR. 
HEN a Perſon has taken a format 


Leave, he ought to aſſign ſome Rea- 
ſons for his return to the Publick ; And 
what better Reaſon can be given, than his 
being called back again by thoſe who occation'd 
his appearing at frit, to anſwer the Imputa- 
tion of Blundering and Falſehood. This hap- 
bens to be my Caſe, with reſpect to the Pro- 
ceſſes on Almond and Blach-Cherry- Mater, 
inſerted in your Journal of the 24th of Ocro- 
ber laſt, 

My Property beins concern'd, I propoſed 
ſome ſuitable Queſtions for better Informa- 
tion, and treated the Subject with a Defe- 
rence due to Phyſicians. But ſeeing theſe 
tzvo Proceſſes are endeavoured to be ſupported 
and defended by ſuch extraordinary Methods, 
can now no longer {mother my Sentiments, or 
help looking on them otherwiſe than as g co. Ae. 
F 2 of 
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of illegitimate Children, wandering from place 
to place, deſerted by their Parents ; who, 
tho' they might have a natural Fondneſs for 
them at their firſt Appearance, and acknow- 
ledge them for their own, yet when the Brats 
meet with a cold Reception, or become the 
Subjects of Mirth and Banter abroad, then 
they muſt undergo the common Fate, of be- 
ing at leaſt tacitely d:/own'd by their natural 
Parents, who themſelves now ſeem to look 
aſcew at them, and take no care for their 
Support, but yet do, underhand and privately, 
contribute all that can beafforded to their Main- 
tenance, tho' it be in a very frugal Manner. 
Theſe 7400 Children (for I call them ſuch, the 
Brain having its Iflue as well as the Body) 
were firſt ſet to be nurſed by Mr. Davis, a 
very honeſt and ingenious Apothecary of 2 
ceſter, who nurſed them about three Weeks, 
till he was quite weary, and his Friends 
aſham'd; he has therefore now committed 
them, Cradle and all, into the hands of his 
Apprentice Mr. Is. N. Turnar ; who, tho 
but a Youth, yet being of a vigorous Conſti- 
tution, has given ample Proofs of his Inge- 
nuity and Ability, wa may now emphatically 
be called a nar/ng Father, If it ſhould hap- 
pen to be beneath the Gravity of Mr. Turnor 
to dandle theſe Children till they can ſtand on 
their Feet (for they are very backward,) tis 
hard to ſay what Turn they will take next; 
but, without the 49 8 of Prophecy, it is 
ceeaſy 
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1 
eaſy to foreſee they will drop to the Pariſh 
at laſt, unleſs the Parents think fit to take 
them home to themſelves. 

The real Author of the Letters ſubſeribed 
by Mr. Davis and Mr. Turnor is no Secret; 
it is the ſame logical Gentleman who ſet out 
with an innocent Heydey ! proceeded next to 
an angry Kick on the Breech, now ends with 
beſtowing on me the detent Appellation of a 
Liar, and requires me to-ſubſcribe my real 


Name, and argue with him like a Gentleman, 


Riſum Teneatis ! I ſhall therefore for the 
future, occaſionally diſtinguiſh this Gentleman 
by the Name of the Letter-writer, whoſe 
Arrows, tho' ſeemingly dipt in the Bitter- 
Water, have no Effect for want of Aim: 
were 1 diſpos'd to be perſonal towards him, 
Materials are not wanting, and that he will 
know, if I but perceive them to glance. 

The Letter-Writer, conſcious of having 
offered an imply'd Injury to others, in diſ- 
tinguiſhing and exalting the /gle Character 
of Mr. Davis, has in one Part of his Letter 
(of his own accord, without being called up- 
on) been fo gracious and condeſcending as 
to acknowledge that there are in your City 
more honeſt and ingemous Apothecaries. But 
the reſt of his Letter abounding with Crud:- 
ties, muſt be imputed to his having lately 
been oblig-d to ſwallow too plentiful a Meal 
of Roots, Fruits, and Vegetables ; which, it 
ſcems, are not as yet digeſted, 

| : Mr, 


. 
Mr. Turnor tells us, that his Maſter being 
determined to contend no longer with Sha- 
dows, 1. e. to take a great deal of Pains, for 
no other Purpoſe than to become a Feſt, has 
given him leave to take his Place; and then 
proceeds to ſhew wherein his great Weakneſs 
hes. | | 
And firſt, as to the Alnond-Water, he tells 
us, © there is no general Rule among the 
* Apothecaries for making Bitter-Almond- 
% Water : For it is @ direct Fraud, and ought 
de not to be made at all; [with which I en- 
tirely agreee] © but that the common way was 
* to throw ſome Handfuls of Almond-Cake, 
« by gueſs, into the Still.“ [This I deny.] 

I am not for encouraging any Frauds, (tho' 
innocent) but believe Mr. Turnor or his 
Maſter will not deny they have made ſome 
hundred Gallons of this Almond-Water, and 
ſold and uſed it as Black-Cherry-Water, with- 
out poiſoning any One ; that it would much 
leſſen the Apparatus in his Shop, were there 
nothing but genuine Drugs, and that it would 
put them frequently to their Shifts, were 
they not in ſome Cafes to uſe Subſtitutes, 
My Wife's Mother tells me, her Huſband 
never made this Water by gueſs, nor 
did any of the Trade the ever knew in 40 
Years Practice, but always made it by the 
Rule of four Ounces to the Gallon : So that 
if any ill Effects ſhould at any time happen, 


it muſt be from this random or gueſs-work. f 
: Manner 


Pith its Virtue, 
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Manner of preparing; for ſhe aſſures me, 
that to her own Knowledge, no leſs than a 
Quart, or 32 Ounces of it, has been taken 
by a ſingle Perſon in 12 Hours time, with- 
out any apparent Incovenience, altho' Mr. 
Turnor ſays he kill'd a very ſtrong Dog in 
leſs than / Minutes with 10 Ounces of it. 
So that (tho' this is a large Doſe to be taken 
in ſix Minutes time) if it proves any thing, it a- 
mounts to no more than an Anſwer to the Con- 
verſe of my 6th Query, Whether that which is 
© poiſonous to ſome Animals, may not ſerve 
for Food or Phyſick to Men ?' The Letter- 
Writer next proceeds to ſhew the Fallacy of 
my Aſſertion, © that Mr. Davzs's drawing but 
* one Quart of Water from 24 Ounces of 
© Cake, muſt make his Water 23 times 
* {tronger of the Kernel than the Apothecary's 
Water drawn after the Proportion of four 
* Ounces to the Gallon ;* and builds his Rea- 
ſoning upon a Suppoſition J never made, or 
o much as imagin'd, viz, that the Almond- 
Vater uſed in the Experiments was impreg- 
ated with the whole Virtue of the 24 Ounces 
f Cake, For, thus : | 

If four Ounces of the Cake will impregnate 
ne Gallon of common Water with its Virtue, 
oa certain determinate Degree or Strength, as 
he Apothecaries uſed to make it, after this 


poured off, the Remains will yet impreg- 
ate the like Quantity of common Water 
40 a certain determinate 


Degree, 


+. ..+ aa 
Degree, but far weaker, and /e/s than the fr 
former : Now therefore 24 Ounces of this 
Cake treated in like manner with one Quart 
of Water, muſt conſequently impregnate the 
firſt Quart of Water with its Virtue, to à cer. Iſi 
tain determinate Degree or Strength, 23 times fin 
more or greater than the firſt Quart of Water II 
drawn from one Ounce of Cake ; and will af— 
terwards, notwithſtanding, on the Affuſion itt 
of more common Water, impregnate the Ib 
ſame with the Remains of its Virtue. And 
this every Coffee-drinker is capable of demon-. 
ſtrating. 

But this Aſſertion of the Letter-Writer's, 
as it may proceed from Inadvertency or In-. 
attention, is more excuſable than what he 
charges me with in the next Paragraph; 
where, after repeating ſome of my Objections 
to the Proceſs on Almond-Water, which con- 
cludes thus, therefore I do not call this ge- 
nuine Water, he, pretending to cite my very 
Words, expreſſes it thus, © therefore I do 
* not call this genuine Black-Cherry-Water. 
Every one that reads my laſt Letter, in your Wir: 
Paper of the 5th of December, will diſprove br 
this Quotation, and call it not only a Blun- e 
der, becauſe it is falſe; but alſo a wicked Blun- Ing 
der, becauſe de/ignedly falſe. 5707 

The Letter-Mriter next proceeds to give 


a Deſcription of the Method Mr. Davis took He 
in drawing the Almond-Water, by the he! he 


of a Still contriv'd to work with Water unde, Naum 
neat! 


( 41) 
ae Bncath, in the manner of a Balneum Vaporis; 
lis which, in the Proceſs, was fallaciouſſy call'd 
1; Ja cold Still; and even makes this an Occa- 
ne * to extol Mr. Davis's Ingenuity for impo- 
r. ſling on the Phyſicians, and dealing fo diſ- 
es Iingenuous with their Readers, by caſting this 
er BM] before their Eyes. 
f. The Letter-Writer finding the Waters too 
on ſtrong for him, is with much Reluctance 
he brought to acknowledge the Truth thro' the 
nd Mouth of Mr. Turnor, thus; The Truth 
n- is, the Phyſicians deſired my Maſter to 
* draw the Bztter- Almond-Water pretty 
„ /frong, i. e. 23 times ſtronger than uſual; 
n- ſand gives this admirable Reaſon for 3 that 
hell the bad Effects of it ſhould ſoon appear, 
without Loſs of Time; which amounts to 
\neffitie fame as if an Experiment were to be 
made with Brandy, and a Man ſhould be 
obliged to ſwallow a Glaſs of Spirit of Wine 
inſtead of a Glaſs of Brandy, that the bad 
Effects of it might ſoon appear w. ithout Loſs 
of Time. It is indeed aſſerted by the Letter- 
Mriter, that there is no Analogy between 
B,. andy and S7mple-Waters ; becauſe the for- 
mer proceed from Fermentation, but the 
Ingredients of the latter ought not be pre- 
970% fermented. I will therefore endea- 
iveſ”our once more to clear his Eye-ſight by the 
Help of one indiſputable Authority, tho 
elpſthere are many might be produced to the 
ame Purpoſe, The great Boerhaave, in his 
1th £ HOW 


(42) 
net Method of Chemiſtry, (tranſlated by Dr. 
Shaw, and illuſtrated with his Notes) — 


the chemical Hiſtory of diſtilld Water, 


after delivering the 4 on recent Vege. 
tables without a previous Fermentation, h 


proceeds to the Proceſs on them with a pre. 


vious Fermentation; and Page 58 he tells us 
that the Waters drawn after ſuch Fermenta 
tion, are much better fitted for keeping thai 
thole drawn unfermented, and will long con 
tinue good and perfect, even for feven 0 
eight Years ; and that, becauſe the SPIRI 
in them prevents their corrupting and grow 
ing mothery. 

Now 1t is well known, that the Fruit an 
Seed is of a more compact and elaborate Con 


texture than either the Leaf or Bloſſom of 


Vegetable, and contains a more fix'd Oy 
than theſe ; and muſt therefore be broke 
by Fermentation, before they yield fort 
their Virtues in Diſtillation. And Dr. Sau 


in his Notes, Page 59, juſtly obſerves, © That 


* the whole Art of Pharmacy confifts I 


ſuitable to every Subject, ſo as to gain fron 
it the Parts and Virtues that are wanting 
and that'it is a "Jeſt for any one to fet abou 
writing Parmacope1as, or even extempora 
neous Preſcriptions, before he is Maſter ol 
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* ſhall only expoſe himſelf to the Laughter 0 
* ſuch as are Judges in this Oy 


T. 


treating the Materia Medica in a manne 


ſo much Knowledge; and by ſo doing 


F 


The Letter-MWriter having now, as he 
D thinks, pav'd the Way for an eaſy Admiſ- 
ſion, advances: boldly to the Black-Cherry- 
Mater Proceſs, which he will not allow to 
J be 17 times as ſtrong as the genuine Black- 
Cherry-Water of the Shops, for the Reaſons 
before given and refuted concerning the A. 
mond-Water, and calls it a wicked Blunder ; 
but finding the Word GENUINE to ſtare 
him too ſtrong in the Face, he flatly denies 
that he ever call'd the Black-Cherry-Water of 
his Proceſs, by the Name of genuine Black- 
Cherry-Water ; and in his Wrath ſays, I 
ſhould be affronted it he ſhould call me a 
Liar tor affirming he did; thereby reducing 
himſelf under the Dilemma of acknowledg- 
ing, either, that he did not thereby intend ta 
Jage the genuine Black-Cherry-Water ; or 
elſe, if he did, that he has erred prepoſterouſly 
in his Proceſs. I ſhall therefore only recite 
his own Words in the Worceſter Fournal of 
wi the 24th of October laſt, and leave my Rea- 
a ders to conſtrue them as they pleaſe ; Where, 
after telling us that the Almond-Water 
nei (not his Almond-Water) was, by an almoſt 
on univerſal Cuſtom, become a Subſtitute in the 
Shops for Black-Cherry-Water, he proceeds 
in theſe Words. 

© But as this Water, in Taſte, Smell, and 
all its ſenfible Qualities, exactly imitates 
that for which it is ſubſtituted, we thuugat 
r of G 2 « 
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© it ſtill more worthy our Enquiry, whether 
the GENUINE Black-Cherry-Water it. 
* ſelf was ſalutary and innocent or not; 
and then tells us the Effect of it, and ſets 
down the Proceſs. Can Words be framed| 
ſtronger to expreſs the Writer's Meaning, the 
GENUINE Black Cherry-Water ? Or 
can they be more dc]uhvely , if he 
had no ſuch Meaning ? Mr, Turnor 
(ſpeaking mavitterially) lays, he cares not 
what they do at Apothecaries-Hall, or I ſup- 
poſe at the College, 2. e. bow Medicines arc 
prefar'd at theſe Places ; but ſays, it is _ 
Buſineſs to prepare Medicines faithfully, a 
cording to the Dzſpenſatory and Phi cin 
Preſeri 1ptions : But how can one Man in this 
Cate ſerve two ſuch contrary Maſters at one 
and the fame time; he muſt either adhere 
to the Diſpenſatory and diſobey the Phyſicians, 
or adhere to the Phyſicians and diſobey the 
Diſpenſatory ; he cannot ſerve Truth and 
Falſehood. | 
The Letter-Mriter, when he ſpeaks of 
Poi ſons, turns them all into Arſenic, which hy 
he thinks is an Inſtance ſufficient for his Pur- 
poſe ; but how many Poiſons are there, that | 
are not abſolutely ſuch ? being only fo when 
taken to a certain Degree, or under certain 
Circumſtances ; thus Elaterium, Scammony, 
Gaomboge, and Opium, may prove highly ſer- 
yiccable in @ very ſmall Doje, where the 


45 


r Nouantity of 17 Grains, or even ſeven Grains, 
may prove mortal. 


nade according to the Diſpenſatory, tho 
aken in large Quantities, may prove ſalutary 
or innocent; yet the Black-Cherry-Water (or 
ernel-Water as it is now call'd) as drawn 
y Mr. Davis, may prove poi ſonous, even in 
1 ſmall Quantity ; ; but as the learned Dr. 
Mead, in his curious Treatiſe on Poiſons, Page 
137, ſays, Tt is not worth Notice to dit. 
pute how far Poiſons are medicinal, fince it 
is notorious enough that Medicines do 
ſometimes prove Poiſons.” To which I 
hall beg leave to add, and may at any 
time be converted into Poiſons by a particu- 
lar Treatment.” 
re As to Mr. Davis's and his Apprentice 8 
75, Experiments made before the Phyſicians, of 
he Billing exceeding firong Dogs, and faying 
ad all Dogs, 1. e. exceeding weak Dogs, it 1s 
me enough to take Notice of theſe En xperi- 
of ſhents, when the Phy/iczans think them wor- 
ch hy exhibiting to the Publick. 
r- | And having now gone thro' the Letter- 
at Friter's Defence, I Ball conclude with him, 
en That /zttle ſhuffling Souls cannot be per- 
un ſuaded it is great or noble to acknowledge 
or retract an Erron; and therefore I hope 
e will take Opportunity of giving the 
orld a Proof of the Greatneſs and Steadi- 
n- of bis Soul, by ingenuouſly acknow- 


ledging 


In like manner the Black-Cherry-Water | 
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containing no leſs than 19 Alterations an 
51, 52, 84, for Gallon, read Quart. Lindſrin 


Ounce of Cake. 0 


| FY ' 
ledging himſelf to be either convinced or per. 
ſuaded that he is in the Wrong. 
t 


Nur humble Servant, I. 


The PLANTER 

( 

The Planter being ftreightned* for time 
could not reviſe this Paper before it wen" 
to the Preſs, and therefore did ſend afterſ® 
:t ſome few Errata of his own, and th lu 
Printer's; which occafion'd the under 1 
written Errata and N. B. to be inſerted 
as from the Printer. | , 
e 
Errata. In the 3d Line of the Planter e 
Letter, for, to aſſign ſome Reaſon to thqÞ"s 
Publick, read, to aſſign ſome Reaſon for hi}<c 
Return to the Publick, Line 51, of th 
fame Column, for, beſtowing one the de 
cent, read, for beſtowing on me the decent, 


N. B. The Planter, ſince his ſending ti 
the Printer this long Anſwer to that of M 7 
Turnor, (or the Letter-Mriter, as he ſtile 
him) has ſent two Letters more, the on & 


Additions to this his long Anſwer ; The othelj 
Letter contains Erratas, v:z. Column 2, Line 


54, 55, inſtead of, from the four Ounces ſe 
Cake, as before-mention'd, read, from onf/he 


0 | 


B. 


| . 1 
But as the Words, Gallons, are no Miſ- 

takes of the Printer, but were mentioned in 

the ſaid ſeveral Lines in his written Letter, 
Is well as the four Ounces of Cake, it either 
looks as if Mr. Davis or Mr. Turner has fol- 
„eowed him fo cloſe, as to confound him to 
„enſuch a degree that he knows not what he 
4, Awrites ; or that his Inſtructreſs (his Wife's 
Mother) is got fo far in her Dotage, that ſhe 
ler knows not what ſhe ſays; wherefore the 
Printer hopes they'll not think it worth their 
PFrhile to make any farther Replies to this 
reſtleſs Diſputant, eſpecially ſince he ſtill 
ter Þontinues in Obſcurity, refuſing to ſubſcribe 
this real Name, notwithſtanding ſo often 
- hiS<cquired, 
thi 
de. 
nt, 
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N To the Printer of the Glouceſter Journal. 
ſtile 


o 5 [7 R, 

An 5 
the | Suppoſe you are no Stranger to what has 
ine of late paſſed in the Worceſter Journal, 
ineprinted by Stephen Bryan, for and againſt the 
es ſe of the genuine Black-Cherry-Water, and 
onfyhether it hath ſurpriſing and terrible Effects, 
0 as to kill almoſt inttantaneouſly, as the 
Buſ/ or ceffer Phyſicians have publiſhed in the 


{ame 
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ſame Paper of the 24th of O&ober laſt; of 
whether it is ſafe and innocent, as J (the 
Black-Cherry Planter) have aſſerted. It be- 
ing thus my Lot to be engaged in a Diſpute t 
with the Phyſicians, they have hitherto been! 
pleaſed to anſwer me in the Names of n. II 
Davis, a plain Apothecary of this Place, and 
. N. Turnor, his plain, but maſter-like and 6 
ſcurrilous Apprentice; but the Phyſicians II 
have declin'd anſwering me as from chem- l 
ſelves, on pretence of not ſubſcribinag my? 
Name. 5 15 
To remove this frivolous Excuſe, and pre- 
vent the Dirt I perceiv'd was raking up from 
falling on any but myſelf, I ſent the under- Jef 
written Letter to Mr. Bryan, to be inſerted th 
in his laſt Thurſday's Journal of the 29th 
inſtant ; which he has, for weighty Reaſons 
totally ſuppreſs'd. I therefore requeſt th his 
Favour of your Paper to do me that JuſlicÞ** 


his denies. At the ſame time, not to be un“ 
—egrateful, I here thank him for appointing the 


two above-nam'd Perſons to be my Atten \/ 
dants, which he very properly placed (almol 


_ breathleſs) behind me. They have, tis true 
with great Labour, acquired the Reputatio! 
of two celebrated Zames, by acting the Par 
appointed them by the young Gentlemen be 


hind the Curtain, yet are both very aukwarc 
and raw in Things ſolid, and make a very 1 

d. Figure in the Eye of a Man of commoſP's 
Senſe, I therefore promiſe, if they becomſou 


honeſff 1 
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honeſt TY ingenious in my Service, and con- 
tinue tractable, ſo as to leap over a Stick at 
the Word of Command; J will then promote | 
te them, and beſtow on each of them @ new 
| Livery, with a laced Cap and Shoulder-Knot, 
„ (inſtead of the Party-calour'd Patch-work 
a Garment, (beſtowed on them by the above 
nal Sentleman) which they now wear. I hope 
nel 1 ſhall be able to teach them better Manners, 
n. ſand Language; and to perceive, that there is 
ny real difference between black and white, and 
between ſimple Waters, that are genuine, and 
re. thoſe that are ot genuine. 


I likewiſe deſign Mr. B.- the Prefect 


the beſt burniſhed Saturnine Metal, having 
in relievo thereon the Figure of a Muülerable 
looking old Wretch, with a piece of Gold in 
his right Hand, and a Looking-glaſs in the 
Ject; and encompaſſed with this Motto, Shew 
e 4 Teague, 1 will ſhew you a K. 


ten My Letter to the Printer of the Worcefer 


nol Journal, was as under. 

true 

tio 8 7 R. 

Pai 
be H E expectation you gave of publiſh 
Ware ing my laſt Letter, and deferring it 


verſo three Weeks together, occaſioned the mak 
mog fome few immaterial Alterations, which 
comlou have greatly magnified, and are therefore : 
hone liberty to print the Letters you mention; 

| vou 7 


of a handſome Badge for his Back, made of 


5 
m e at Oe. Seth. AMI. 
* * 
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1 


you might at the ſame time have thanked 
me for correcting your Errors, whoſe Pro- 
vince was only to Copy. 

Tho a mere Name is an idle Thing, yet 
if the Phyſiciaus themſelves require mine, I 
will oblige them therewith ; who am til 
then 


Your humble Servant, 
27 January, The PLANTER, 
1740. ; 


P. S. When you have ſhewn this (as it 
ſeems you did my laſt) to the Gentleman that 


added the N. B. tis probable he may prevail 
with you 70 ſuppreſs it; but the Truth will 
'come out, on Paper, Poſt, or Wall. 


N. B. Theſe two laſt Letters were ſuppreſs. 


January 23 to zo. 


Mr. TURNOR fo Mr. BRYAN, 
4 

T is obvious to the rational and unpreju- 
diced Part of your Readers, that out 
Phyſicians could have no private View, 1 
+ or a Diſpenſatory Water, agreeable 1 
its Taſte and Flavour to many, and whicly . 
they had often preſcribed before they xneiſ fr 
"25 bad Effects of it: But after thoſe bad Ef 91 
fects were once diſcovered, how could they x 

in Honour or Conſcience conceal them, an 
2 there 


8 
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thereby become acceſſory to the Death of 
ſuch as might be deſtroyed by them ? b 

It is alſo manifeſt, that the Bitter-Almond, 
and Black-Cherry-Kernel- Waters, whether 
they are ſtrong, according to my Maſter's Pro- 
ceſſes, or weak, according to the Planter's 
Rule, are always poi ſonous, and conſequently 
newer to be truſted in any Form, Nor is it leis 
evident, that the common Black-Cherry Wa- 
x, ter is greatly to be ſuſpected of Poiſon, in as 
much as it partakes of the Kernel, 

Tt is likewiſe Matter of Fact, that the poi- 
it ſonous Quality of the Laurel-water, was diſ- 
nat covered by its killing two Women, who drank 
ail each a Glaſs of it, tho' afterwards it was 
vi found to kill Dogs alſo. See Philoſ. Tranſat, 

No. 418. Now the Bitter-Almond and Black- 
Cherry-Kernel Waters, having exactly the 
t. fame Tofte and Smell with the Laurel-water | 
(which put our Phyſicians on making the Ex- | 


periments) and having poifoned Dogs, in the 
ſame Manner with the Laurel-water; 1s it 
not reaſonable to conclude, that they would 
poiſon Men allo ? | | 

But if in ſpite of Reaſon and Experiment, | 
ju4 there be ſtill among your Readers, ſome who 
think the Waters in diſpute innocent or falu= | 
tary; the Planter ſhall, if he pleaſes, erect | 
his Stage, harangue his Mob, and diſpenſe his 
Favourite Liquor, without any Interruption 
from me for the future ; for when a Man has 
Ef great Aſſurance, little Bufneſs, and juſt a ſinat- 
they ering of Letters, like the Planter, which 
ant H 2 makes 
exe | 
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"FR bim (to uſe Rocheſter's Phraſe) have 
Need fo write, there will be no End of his 
Impertinence. All I ſhall defire is, that when 
this Gentleman mounts his 7 heatre, the firſt | 


Experiment may be made upon himſelf. 
T am, Sir, 


Your humble Servant, 
W. N. TuRNOR. 


N.B. The Planter ſeems to have been put to 
Shifts for Matter to fill up his long Letter, 
when he lays hold of what muſt appear to 
every one, to be only a meer Slip of my Pen, 


or of the Preſs; I mean, my inſerting the 


Words Black-Cherry-Water, after the Proceis 


for Almond-Mater. But as every candid Rea- 


der will readily perceive the Cauſe of this, 
and the like Errors, I ſhall not trouble you 
with a long Sheet of Errata about them. 


January 30. to Feb. 6, 
To the Printer of the Worceſter Journal. 


5 1 R, 


HEN a Gentleman has been regu- 

larly bred to a Profeſſion, and has for 
ſeveral Vears dedicated his Time and Atten- 
tion to it; it is ſcarce poſſible but he muſt 
underſtand it better than any other Man, who 
has neither been inſtructed nor employ'd in 
it; 


033 


it. Thus much, I believe, will be granted 


by all Men of Senſe or Modeſty. But your 


\ Correſpondent the Planter, it ſeems, is of an- 


t other way of Thinking: for without the 
leaſt Pretence to Education or Learning, he 


takes upon him to contradict your Phyſicians 
in a Point of their own Profeſſion, and mo- 


deſtly aſſures the Publick, that he knows 


more of the Matter than all of them put to- 

rether. He pretends, indeed, that his Pro- 
o Perty is concern'd, and he muſt defend it at any 
Rate, It may be ſo, and it muſt be own'd, 
hat the Phyſicians have no ſuch Plza, nor 
ny private View but might not the Miſtreſs 
f a Gin-ſhop, with equal Juſtice exclain a- 
ainſt the Phyſicians for cautioning her Cuſ- 
a. mers againſt Drunkenneſs? Her Property, 
8. Ike the Planters, ariſes from Perſons poiſon- 
1 lig themſelves with her Liquors. Nay, but 
y Waters are not poiſonous, fays the Plan- 
er; he gives us not only his own Word, but 
is Mother's, that they are very wholeſome. 
oreover, he quotes Dr. Quincy, who has 
een dead theſe twenty Years, and affirms, 
th great Truth, that he alſo ſpeaks well 
f the Waters in Queſtion, and that the Ex- 


zU- 
for 
en- 
uſt 
rho 
in Þ2w's Tranſlation of Boerhaave's Chemiſtry, 


ve not made the Doctor to alter his Opini- 
1 in the leaſt, He ſqueezes his Brain, for 
e beſt of his Wit to divert the Mob, that 
is Packets may fell the better; and to ſhew 


it. tho 
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criments which were publiſh'd /aft Autumn, 


s Breeding, produces a Quotation out of 
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cient for the Drudgery of going thro' ſuc 


TI only beg, that when he has gain'd his Poin 


know where to apply for the beſt Adviq. 


54 
tho it happens unfortunately to be nothing to th 
Purpoſe. of I 

But the moſt artful Thing of all is the un. 
merciful Length of his Harangue. He might 
be very certain that no Man would ever an 
ſwer it; for human Patience is not ſufhf 


a confuſed Heap of Abſurdity and Imperti 
nence. ; 
But to cut this Gentleman off ſhort, wh 
grows ſo much upon us in Length every Fort 

night, there needs no more than fairly to ſtat 

this Diſpute in its true Light, which Mr. Da 

vis and Mr, Turnor ſeem to have omitted 

and then leave it to the Deciſion of the Pub, 
lick, whom it chiefly concerns. The tru 
Point in Debate then is, Whether this fing 
Planter knows better than all your Phyſician 
what is wholeſome or unwholeſome in Meaicines 
If he really does, let him ſpeak out at onc{}; 
and convince the People that your Phyficia 
know nothing of their Buſineſs ; and that H L 
alone, without Parts or Learning, can beſt “ 


rect them how to preſerve or rezain Healtl 1 


he 


he would be ſo good as to acquaint us with 


real Name and Place of Abode, that we m L | 


And for his Encouragement, I will take upF' 


me to promiſe him, that this Scheme (if 1. 
can bring it to bear) will turn to much bet 
Account than his ſelling Cherries, or writifſ:* 


fool, 


77 
il 


e K 
IJpoliſh Letters, or any other Buſineſs he ever 
un had in his Lite, 


_ Your moſt humble Servant, 
ih Bewaley, January, B. T., 
uc 24, 1740-1. 
ert! 
wht 
4 Thame, gth March, 1740. 
all 
ID To the Printer of the Glouceſter Journal, 
ted! & TN 
Pub, ; 


hh Y laſt Letter to you, being meer Mat- 
2 ter of | Complaint, I ſuppoſe Was the 
zan Neaſon you did not inſert it in your Journal; 
ed therefore, have here drawn up the whole 
one Controver ſy, in a ſhort Compaſs; that your 
Kit eaders may be able, at one View, to form 
at Judgment, of the Matter in diſpute ; con- 
K dferning the Experiments lately made on A. 
cal ond-Water, and Black-Cherry-Water, (ſo 
pal ald) by the Worceſter Phyſicians; which 
th hey publiſh'd in the Worceſter Journal. . 

e It ſeems theſe Gentlemen were induced to 
dvic idvertiſe the Publick, againſt the uſe of theſe 
up imple Waters, which they pronounced to 
(it 1 active and violent Poiſons; from the Aua- 
deu they bore to the Laurel Water, ne- 
vritiber uſed in Medicine, mentioned in Phil. 
foollf %% Ne. 418. which kill'd two Women 
t Dublin, that drank each a Glaſs of it, 
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the Fruit; and that 17 times Rronger of th B 


| before proved; beſides the Pulp to the Ston ak 
(as J have before _ is as 3 to 4; but thſch 


( 50) 
The Proceſs, by which that Water was made, 
is no where exhibited, as I can find; but it 
ſeems to have been made, as . Poſſible; 
becauſe, although, they there uled it Ve. 
quently, vet they uſed it but ſparingly ; jul 
to give a Flavour to their Creams, and Pud- 
dings, and ſometimes to reliſh a Dram; and 
tho” it had been many Years in uſe, at Dub. 
lin, yet no inconvenience ever appeared ; till 
taking the above Quantity, diſcovered the Dan-ſ 
gerouſneſs of it: which was a ſufficient Rea- 

ſon, for the Phyſicians there, to give puh- 


f 
[ 
s 
Fl 
b 
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lick Warning, againſt the uſe of a Liquor, lin 


in which, ſo ſmall an Error might proveſſÞd 
mortal, a 

Now, the Almond-MWater, being only uſedo! 
as a Succedaneum to the GENUINE Black-yye 
Cherry-WWater, I ſhall confine my ſelf to tha, 
latter ; as order'd to be made by the Colleg ne 
of. Phyſicians, in London; thus, aut 

From 12 Po: nds of. Black Cherries bruiſedpd 
with the Stones, draw 1 Gallon, By whichfre⸗ 
Proceſs, tis impoſſible the Water ſhould taſtq 47 


ftrong of the Kernel; for it will be but juſfep: 


flavour'd therewith. al 
Whereas the Waters drawn for the menÞak 


tion'd Experiments, were utterly deprivedfeſe 


of receiving any Benefit from the Juice; Ur 
being drawn from the bruiſed Stones, ebb al 


Kernel, "oy the Proceſs directs ; as I havſlov 


Pull 


„Pulp to the Kernel, as J have ſince examined, 
t it Nppears to be as 17 to 18, or thereabout; ſo 
hat no leſs than 17 Parts in 18, of the ne- 
5e. eſſary, and 'tis preſum'd, of the beſt Ingre- 
ut Rients, were leyt out of the Proceſs; and with 
1d. bout 4 Ounces of this Water, thus drawn, 
nd khey kill'd a Dog. Which exceſive Strength. 
bf the Kernel, and great Retrenchment of the 
till Nuit, I thought to be a ſufficient Objection 
an- the Experiments; yet being defirous to ſa- 
ca-Ify my ſelf farther, I cauſed a middle ſized 
1h.Pog, to be confined from Liquids, and fed 
zor im with dry Meat till he was very thirſty; 
ovelnd then offered him ſome of the Genuine 
ack-Cherry-Water, (made by Fermenta- 
ſedfon) taken from a known Quantity, a little 
cþSveetned with Sugar; which he lapped — 
thaſ, and by weighing the remainder, I 10% 
d 


lege Dog had ſwallow'd 12 Ounces of it. Iaſo 
auſed another middle ſized Dog tobe confined, 
ſed nd when he was quite hungry, I fed him with 
nictÞread ſoaked in the Genuine Black-Cherry- 
alt Vater; and on weighing the Bread and Water ) 
jufſſeparately) which was left, I found, he had 
" Þallowed 16 Ounces of Bread, which had 
zen ak d up 20 Ounces of the Water, Neither of 
vedpete Dogs have ſince ſhewn any the leaſt Sign 
; neaſineſs; butcontinued,andareat this time 
hou all appearance, as br:5k and lively as ever. 
* zi} But as to the Almond-Mater, (if it were 
havflow'd to be uſed) yet; the random Way of 
fonaking it by Mr. Davis's Apprentice, and 
t thÞch giddy Youths, as make Rocheſter their 
Pull SOD chief 
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OO PE YM 
chief Study, may probably do harm, and af 
ford a Caution, againſt the uſe of it. 

1 hall paſs over that weak Objection 
which has been ſo much rely'd on; that 3 
Porſon lies in the Kernel; and therefore, the 
Genuine Black-Cherry-Water itſelf, jo fa 

as it partakes of the Kernels, muſt be poiſe 
nous; with only obſerving, that if this Argu 

ment holds, then the Black Cherries, cate 
with their Kernels, and all Medicines that 
partake of Opium, Helebore, Mercury, &c 
( (which latter are claſs'd among Poiſons) mull, 
be alſo Paiſonous; than which, nothing canſ g 
be more ridiculous, becauſe every Day's Ex þ 

perience evinces the contrary. n 
I ſhall likewiſe overlook: the Oprobrium i 
that was intended me, by the 7nfa/lzble Gen h 
tleman (ſo uni verſally Learned, and of tuch f. 
extenſrve Parts) who has hitherto been thd 7 
only Perſon, that has wrote in Defence of the 
Experiments; in fo many different Diſguiles 
and under the b9rrowed Names and Characters 
of no leſs than 4 different Perſons; and dc 
give him this friendly Caution, (ſince him 
ſelf attributes the many Falſities and Abſar: 
dities which appear in his Defence, to hi 
Alippery Pen) that he would uſe a more fea 
ay Pen for the future; becauſe a ſlippery Pen 
in the Hand of a Phyſician, may prove a 
dangerous a Weapon, as a Parahtic Lancet 
in the Hand of a Surgeon. 

Having an averſion to all Cant Patrioti ſin, 
in every Shape; I ſhall frankly acknowledge 
| 2 m 
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146 myſelf concern'd. in Point of erg to fup- 
at port the Black-Cherry Tree :. Yet if it can be 
made appear, that the Simple-Water I contend 

on for, in the moderate, and proper Uſe of it, 

ar A (for there is no Danger of its being drank to 
the Exceſs, or as a Cordial) ever killed, or ſo much 
fa as endangered the Life of any one Perſon or 
o1fo Brute (which is more than can be ſaid of ma- 

SU ny celebrated Medicines,) no one ſhall ſooner 

ſubſcribe, to the rooting all thoſe Trees out 

of the Nation, than my felt. | 
But when a Perſon ſolicrtoufly endeavours 
to perſwade People, that al: his Studies are 

Alf directed for the ſole Good of others, exclu- 

Ex froe of Self; it ever creates a Suſpicion, and 

. [puts me in mind of a ſuitable Reply, made 

Aby an honeſt ſubſtantial Farmer, (a Neigh- 

nl bour of mine) to a young Phyſician whom he 


uclf ent for, in a dangerous Fit of IIIneſs. 


oy The Phyſician, after he had preſcribed, ask- 
* Jed the Patient, who was his Apothecary? The 
f Farmer readily anſwer'd, he always made uſe 
* of Mr. Fairchild, to whom this cautious Phy- 
> fician, with an Air of Importance, reply'd, 
5 (ſhaking his Head) O! I never preſcribe to 
15 that Shop ; but will with my own Hand, 
7 give the Bill to Mr. Graceft ; for he is a ve- 
y honeft and ingenious Man, and I know will 
take particular Care of it. Gramercy Sir, ſays 
the Farmer, pray take your Paper again ; you 
be not the Gentleman I want; for I want a 
„Man's Doctor, but I find you be a Shop Doctor; 
J and thus diſmiſt him in a dark Night, thro! 
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dirty Roads, to attend his Nm Patien 


at home. 


Far be it from me, ſo much as to attempt 


invading the Province of a Phyfician ; which 
I apprehend (as ſuch) does not extend tc 
Brutes; but ſurely, every one that has the 
Uſe of his Senſes, may take the Liberty of 


examining a Simple Water, that is publickly of. 


fered to the Examination of the Senſes, with 
out ſuch an invidious Imputation. 

As I am a Stranger to molt of the Gentle- 
men concerned in publiſhing the Experi- 


ments; I can frame no other Notions con- 


cerning them, but what I am furniſhed with 
by my Correſpondents, and thoſe I converſe 
with : From whence I conclude (that in this 
one Inſtance) their Zeal preceded their Judg- 
ment; for what is meant by Mr, Davis's Wa- 
ter being Hong, and the genuine Water weak, 
as is admitted and owned, I know not; unleſs 
it was /-r:/ibly ſo, to the Taſte, or Smell, or both: 


which alone muſt make a wide and irrecon- 


_ cileable Difference between his Water and the 


genuine Water, in its ſenſible Qualities : There- 
tore the Analogy and Foundation, on which 
theſe Experiments are built, appearing ground- 


jeſs, the Superſtructure muſt conſequently fall. 


I have great Reaſon to believe, that the 
ſame projecting Gentleman, who firſt ſet this 
Matter on foot, and hath exerted himſelf fo 
much in Defence of theſe Experiments ; fince 
his Defeat in the Country, (there being 99 in 


220k againſt his Opinion) in order” to /upport 
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and advance his Reputation, has been uſing 
Artiſices, to procure the Blacł-Cberry-Mater, 
to be left out of the next Edition of the Lon- 
aon Diſpenſatory; but with what Succeſs, a 
little Time will diſcover : IT ſhould rather 
think, the learned, and judicious Editors, 
if they diſtruſted its being innocent, would 
make proper Experiments, for the Publick 
Satisfaction, before they either expreſly, or 
even facitely condemn a Vehicle, which has fo 
le- long uni ver ſally obtained; is very acceptable 
r- to the Taſte of the languid and drooping Pa- 
N-J tient ; has been intentionally preſcribed, by tbe 
1th ableſt Phyfictans in this Kingdom, even in the 
ri Cale of Candulſions; and is eſteemed for its 
this ogreeable Flavour, far preferable to the Her- 
dg-Wbaceous Sim ple Waters ; which are apt to ex- 
Va-rite a Naucea in weak Stomacks. Therefore, 
eak, fany Errors have been committed, inthedraw- 
leſs lag of this Water, no doubt they will be guard- 
0h14 againſt, and fland corrected for the future. 
con- But whatever be the Fate of the Black- 
the berry-Tree, I ſhall enjoy the Satisfaction of 
ere- iving (tho' in a _— manner) publiſhed 
nich he Sentiments of moſt eople, on the Sub- 
und- ; and thus endeavoured to prevent its 
fall. Pdemnation unheard : and being truly ſen- 
the le of my own Deficiencies herein, I ſhould 
this ¶ glad to ſee them ſupply'd by ſome Perſon 
f 10 Ability, which ſhall be always gratefully 
ce Fnowledged by, Sir, 
Ong ; Wour humble Servant, 
ort The PI ANT ER. 
and \ . "my 
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0 14 E modern Ph- ns of deep bene 
Bnplyying their Thoughts for the Good of the Nation, 
rlefted rank Poiſon in 1 Black-Cherry- ater, * 


Wh 4 the learn d of the College ne er brad t of the Mai- 


is Water, from dry e SY they d diſtil!; (ter: 
td al the Dog Noddy hould. 10 e of their Skill 


But having 10 genuine Stones f their or, 


(Thoje of Cherries, I mean) to practice upon: 
Th ey found out an honeſt ingenious Aſſiſtant, 
Who 2 Still had at hand, and ſome Stones not far diſtant ; 
And gave him a Proteſs 2 genuine Water, 

he like never before, or will be hereafter. | 

he Med'cine prepar'd, poor Noddy's ty'd chſe,* 
And forced to fovallaw the Chytaica aſe 37 -* +: 
He grinn'd and return d the horrible Draught. 
The Dag was dd fick, but the Dottors all laught ; 
Nogddy: roaring amain, | ſome reſpite did pray, 
Ds threw down at random without more delay; 
Till the Dag, quite ſpent gut, and tbe Doctors all . 


5 Twixt Rage and Compullign, poor Nodd erpir⸗ 4. 


Next Time, O! ye Sages, examine the Juice, 


| | Aid fee phat: E Fects, the 'F ruit will produce ; 


b LOR * zith Kernel and Gherr} contrive, 
275 ry Stones may deſtroy, zuham the Putp wou'd reuive. 
Ke. due Heat, Time, Proportion; let run, what run ſho” 


Then never diſtruſt, for your W ater'll be — F< 


* y this is meant Fermentation. = 254 0 
. B. The 27 orcefler P r inter Neudeck hal Verkes 3 a place 
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